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What does JUMP stand for?  Juvenile Urban Mentoring Program - an exciting local volunteer opportunity!  The Department of Justice awards JUMP monetary grants to partner organizations with the purpose of offering “at-risk” youths alternatives to the negative influences of economically-challenged areas.  

The Greater L.A. FEB partnered with a South Central L.A. school to win part of the $14 million awarded as JUMP grants to only three cities in 1999.  The money funds mentor recruitment and training for 260 volunteers.  This was the first such grant to include Federal employees as a recruitment source for mentors.

This program uses the 2X2 approach of teaming two pairs of mentors/mentees.  Mentoring is one of the most powerful tools to help kids stay in school and achieve a productive future.  Studies show mentored youth have fewer disciplinary problems, less teen pregnancy, higher grades, better school attendance, improved family relationships, and more!  Change a child’s life and change your own through JUMP.  

The following story appeared in the FEB July 2001 newsletter:

"I Love JUMP and I Love My Mentor!"

This is the enthusiastic response of one of 100 Samuel Gompers Middle School students helped by JUMP (Juvenile Urban Mentoring Program), sponsored by our FEB and Communities in Schools/The L.A. Mentoring Partnership and funded by a U.S. Justice Department grant.  Eight Federal employees have volunteered a total of over 312 hours in the first two years of JUMP.  

Albano and Poz

Albano had to wait after school for his sister, Maria, who was in JUMP.  Although it was too late to enroll in JUMP the first year, Albano attended almost all the workshops, participated in activities and games and waited an entire year for a mentor.  He was shy, neither a trouble maker nor a high achiever, but the kind of student who may be overlooked and get in trouble.  The second year Albano was rewarded with Michael Poznikovich, a dedicated mentor who listened, was supportive, and was steadfast in his commitment to Albano. Initially, Albano squirmed in his seat or stared blankly into space when asked to share his opinion in front of a group.  After Poz and Albano became buddies, Albano began talking in a group.  Now Albano volunteers to participate 100% more than in the first year!  In addition, his GPA has improved an entire point from a low last year.

Amaury and Carlos 
Carlos came from the Air Force ready to do and be whatever his mentee, Amaury, needed.  These two fun-loving guys were first matched in 1999.  Their second year together brought the unexpected accidental death of Amaury's father.  Carlos remained by Amaury's side as the young man dealt with this devastating loss.  After Amaury’s GPA dropped from 3.5 to less than 2.0, Carlos’ support helped Amaury improve to 2.8.  Carlos said, "I've learned true strength from Amaury; he's an amazing young man." 

Other Mentors

Mentees benefited from the consistency of the Federal mentors, who have embraced the idea of listening without judging.  

· The mentees voted Marine Major Mike Trahar the “mentor from whom they learned the most.”  He conveys words of wisdom without talking down to the mentees.  

· Sheena Fountain of the Army, voted the “most polite mentor” by the mentees, is an excellent role model of a “strong, feminine woman of color,” according to JUMP staffer Rachel Chapple, who added, 

· "Poz has an amazing sense of humor that allows kids to relax around him.  

JUMP staff and participants are truly fortunate to partner with these amazing volunteers to help kids!” 

Mentor Quotes

· "I look at you [mentees] and think I know your goals and your background.  Then you say something that shatters my whole image of you and surpasses my expectations.”

· "You [mentees} are just amazing!  You make it worth it to drive here once a month and leave my reality, spend time with you and then see my reality from a completely new perspective.”

Volunteer Now

JUMP is recruiting Federal mentors for the final grant year (fall 2001).  Mentors attend two-hour workshops on the first Wednesday of each month and individually spend two more hours with mentees monthly.  Mentors call mentees by phone at least biweekly.  For information, call Rachel Chapple 323 751 6881 or Vince Guerra at 323 857 8995.

The moral test of a society is how that society treats those 

who are in the dawn of life - the children;

 those who are in the twilight of life - the elderly; 

and those who are in the shadow of life - 

the sick, the needy, and the handicapped.


Hubert Humphrey
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